Table of Contents

Introduction . ... ... ... 1
Chapter 1. The Public Arena

Highlights . . . .. oo e 5
Public Confidence in Most Institutions Is Low. . . .. ... .. 6
Most Think Their Taxes Are Too High. . ... ... . i 20
Most Support the Death Penalty . ... ... . e 25
The Public Believes Another World War Is Coming . ........ ... ... it 28
Americans Strongly Favor Gun Control. . .. ... ... 31
More Support Legalizing Marijuana. . . ... ...ttt ettt ettt 35
Physician-Assisted Suicide Is OK with Most Americans. .. ...........couuiiunniinniinnennn... 37
Most Would Permit a Racist to Give a Speech. . ... ... i 39
Chapter 2. Government and Politics

Highlights . .. ... 55
Moderates Outnumber Liberals or Conservatives . ... ... ......ouiuitnn e 56
Most Would Vote for a Woman for President . .. .......... .. i 59
Americans Can’t Make Up Their Minds about Government . . .. ................oiiinneenn .. 63
Americans Want It Both Ways . .. ... . 68
Chapter 3. Science

Highlights . . ..o 87
Most Older Americans Read a Newspaper Every Day. ............ .. .. 88
Young Adults Are Most Likely to Turn to the Internet for News. .. ....... ... ... ... ... ...... 92
For Young Adults, the Internet Is the Source of Science Information . ......... ... ... ... ...... 94
Many Think Science Makes Life Change Too Fast . ........ ... .. ... .. i .. 97
The Public Supports Federal Funding of Scientific Research ............. ... .. .. ... ... ... ... 102
Most Do Not Think Astrology Is Scientific .. ........ ... ... .. 106
Many Do Not Believe in EvOIution .. .......... . e e 108
Medical Discoveries Receive the Most Attention. . . .........o.uutent e, 122

Chapter 4. Religion

HIghIIghts . . . . .o 133
Many Americans Rarely Attend Church. . ... .. .. . 134
Americans Believe in God . . ... ... 139
Many Believe the Bible Is the Literal Word of God. . . ........ ... i 147
Americans Feel More Spiritual than Religious. ... ... . .. i 152
Attitudes toward Religion Changed after 9/11 .. .. ... ... ... . 161
The Public Tolerates Moral AMbDIgUIty. . . .. ..ottt e e e e e 166
Chapter 5. Work and Money

Highlights . . .« oo 171
Most Are Satisfied with Their Work . . ... ... 172
Pay Is Not Keeping Up with Cost of Living. . .. ... . e 178
Many Own Their Own BUSINess. . . . . ..ottt 186
Most Think Employers Should Make Special Efforts to Hire Women. .. ........................ 192
Most Are Satisfied with Their Finances . ........... . i e 196
More Think Their Family Income Is below Average ... .............. i, 201
Fewer Believe in the American Dream. . .. ... ... .. i 204

AMERICAN ATTITUDES V



Chapter 6. Family and Friends

Highlights . . . . oo 209
Americans Are Not So Mobile . ... ... . 210
Divorce Is Main Reason Children Live with Only One Parent .. ....... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... 213
Many Have Grandparents Born outside the United States . . ......... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 217
One in Four Has Divorced . ... ... o o 221
Young and Middle-Aged Adults Reject Traditional Sex Roles ........... ... ... ... ... .... 226
Children Should Learn to Think for Themselves . . ....... ... ... i 232
Spanking Is OK . . . ..o 239
Americans Socialize Most Frequently with Relatives . .......... .. .. .. .. i .. 241

Chapter 7. Race

Highlights . . . ..o 247
Most Blame Problems of Blacks on Lack of Will . ....... .. .. . 248
Bias against Black Revealed by Hard-Work Questions .. ........... ... ... ... 253
Most Oppose Affirmative Action for Blacks . ......... ... .. .. i 256
Most Now Favor Open Housing Laws . . ... ...ttt i 261
Deep Seated Prejudice Revealed by Intelligence Question . ......... ... ... ... o ... 270
Many Whites Feel Close to Blacks. .. ... ... e 275
Chapter 8. Personal Outlook

Highlights . . . ... 279
Many Find Life EXCItING. . . . . ..ot e e e 280
Fewer Americans Report Excellent Health. .. ... ... .. 284
Americans Do Not Trust Others . . . ... ... e 286
Americans Are OPHMISES . . . ..ottt et ettt e e e 290
The Public Wants Fewer Immigrants . ... ......... . ittt it it 294
Most Visit a Library at Least Once a Year ... .. ...ttt 297
Heightened Awareness Is Biggest Impact of Terrorism .. ............ .. 303
Chapter 9. Sexual Attitudes and Behavior

Highlights . . . ... 317
Sex Education in the Public Schools Is Widely Supported. . . ......... .. ... ... ... 318
Many Watch X-Rated MOVIES. . . . ..ottt e e e e 322
Most Say Sex before Marriage Is OK. . . ... ... 325
Young Adults Are Far More Accepting of Gays and Lesbians. .. .............................. 328
Most Americans Have Had Only One Sex Partner in the Past Year. ............... ... ... .... 331
Few Have Ever Strayed ... ... ... . 337
Few Identify Themselves As Gay or Lesbian. . ........... i 340
Sexual Harassment at Work Is Common .. ........ ... e 346
Most Support Abortion in Some CIirCUMSIANCES. . . . .« .ttt ittt ettt e e e e 350
Rppendix . .. 359
IdeX .. 365

VI AMERICAN ATTITUDES



List of Tables

Chapter 1. The Public Arena

1.1 Confidence in Executive Branch of Federal Government, 1978 to 2008. . ............... 7
1.2 Confidence in Legislative Branch of Federal Government, 1978 t0 2008. . .............. 8
1.3 Confidence in the United States Supreme Court, 1978 t0 2008. . ........ ... .. ... ...... 9
1.4 Confidence in Banks and Financial Institutions, 1978 t0 2008 .. ..................... 10
1.5 Confidence in Major Companies, 1978 t0 2008. .. ... .. ... ... i, 11
1.6 Confidence in Organized Labor, 1978 t0 2008 . ....... ... ...ttt 12
1.7 Confidence in the Scientific Community, 1978 t02008. .. ....... .. ... ... ... ... ..... 13
1.8 Confidence in Medicine, 1978 t0 2008 . . ... ... ... . i 14
1.9 Confidence in Education, 1978 to 2008 . . . . .. ... ... ... 15
1.10 Confidence in Organized Religion, 1978 t0 2008 .. ... ... ... ... ... 16
1.11 Confidence in the Military, 1978 t0 2008. . . . .. ... i 17
1.12 Confidence in the Press, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . . ... .. i 18
1.13 Confidence in Television, 1978 t0 2008. . . . ... ... .. .. e 19
1.14 Taxes Too High, 1988 t0 2008 . . . . ... . i e 21
1.15 Taxeson Rich, 2008 . . . .. ... . 22
1.16 Rich Share of Taxes, 2008 . . .. ... .. . 23
1.17 Income Gap Too Big, 2008 . . ... ... i 24
1.18 Courts Deal Too Harshly with Criminals, 1978t02008 .. ............ ... ... ... ..... 26
1.19 Favor or Oppose Death Penalty for Murder, 1978 t0 2008 . ....... ... ... . ... ..... 27
1.20 Afraid to Walk in Neighborhood at Night, 1988 t02008. .. ........ .. ... ... ... ... ... 29
1.21 Expect World War in 10 Years, 1988t0 2008 ... ... .. i 30
1.22 Favor or Oppose Gun Permits, 1988 t02008. ... ... .. .. i 32
1.23 Have Gun in Home, 1988 t0 2008 . . . . ... .. e 33
1.24 Does Respondent or Spouse Hunt, 1988t02008. .......... ... .. i, 34
1.25 Should Marijuana Be Made Legal, 1978 t0 2008 .. ..... ... ... ... .o, 36
1.26 Allow Patients with Incurable Disease to Die, 1978 to 2008. . .. ..................... 38
1.27 Allow Anti-Religionist to Teach, 1988t0 2008 . . ...... ... .. i 40
1.28 Allow Antireligious Book in Library, 1988 t0 2008 .. ........ ... ... ... .. ... ... 41
1.29 Allow Racist to Speak, 198810 2008. . . ... ... oot e 42
1.30 Allow Racist to Teach, 1988 t0 2008 . . . . ... ... . e 43
1.31 Allow Racist’s Book in Library, 1988t02008. .. ...... ... ... 44
1.32 Allow Communist to Speak, 1988 t0 2008 .. ... ... ... ... . ... i 45
1.33 Should Communist Teacher Be Fired, 1988 t0 2008 . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ...... 46
1.34 Allow Communist’s Book in Library, 1988 t02008 ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ..... 47
1.35 Allow Militarist to Speak, 1988 t0 2008 . .. ... .. .t 48
1.36 Allow Militarist to Teach, 1988 t0 2008 . ... ... . ... .. i 49
1.37 Allow Militarist’s Book in Library, 1988t0 2008 ... ....... ... ... ..., 50
1.38 Allow Homosexual to Speak, 1988 t0 2008. . .. ... .. ... i 51
1.39 Allow Homosexual to Teach, 1988 t0 2008. . .. ... ... ... ... . .. 52
1.40 Allow Homosexual’s Book in Library, 1988 t0 2008 . ........... ... ... .. ... ..... 53
Chapter 2. Government and Politics

2.1 Political Leanings, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . ... .. i 57
2.2 Political Party Affiliation, 1978 t0 2008. . . ... .. .. ... . 58
2.3 Men Better Suited for Politics, 1978 t0 2008. . . . ... .. . 60
2.4 Vote for a Woman for President, 1978 to 2008 . .. ... ... .. ... . . . . 61
2.5 Vote for a Black for President, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... ... ... .. . .. ... 62
2.6 Should Government Do More, 1988 t0 2008. . ... ... ... .. i 64

AMERICAN ATTITUDES VII



2.7 Government Should Help Pay for Medical Care, 1988 t02008 ...................... 65
2.8 Government Should Improve Standard of Living, 1988 t0 2008. . .................... 66
2.9 Government Should Reduce Income Differences, 1978 t02008. .. ................... 67
2.10 Spending on Education, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . .. ... . 69
2.11 Spending on the Environment, 1978 t0 2008. . ... ... ... .. . . 70
2.12 Spending on Drug Addiction, 1978 t0 2008. . . ... ... 71
2.13 Spending on Preventing Crime, 1978 t0 2008 . .. .. .. ... ... . 72
2.14 Spending on Solving the Problems of Big Cities, 1978 t0 2008 .. .................... 73
2.15 Spending on Improving the Nation’s Health, 1978 t0 2008. .. ....................... 74
2.16 Spending on Improving the Condition of Blacks, 1978 t0 2008 . . .................... 75
2.17 Spending on the Military, 1978 t0 2008. . . . ... ... i 76
2.18 Spending on Foreign Aid, 1978 t0 2008 . .. ... ... 77
2.19 Spending on Welfare, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . ... ... 78
2.20 Spending on the Space Program, 1978 t0 2008 . ... ....... ... 79
2.21 Spending on Mass Transportation, 1988 t02008. .. ....... ... .. ... .. ..., 80
2.22 Spending on Highways and Bridges, 1988t02008 ... ..... ... .. ... .. ... ... iin... 81
2.23 Spending on Social Security, 1988 t0 2008 . .. . ... ... 82
2.24 Spending on Parks and Recreation, 1988 t0 2008 .. ....... .. ... ... .. .. . ... 83
2.25 Spending on Scientific Research, 2008 . . ... ... ... ... .. ... 84
2.26 Spending on Assistance for Child Care, 2008 .. .......... .. ..ot .. 85
Chapter 3. Science

3.1 Internet Access at Home, 2008. . . . ... ... 89
32 Hours Waching TV, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... .ot 90
33 Frequency of Reading the Newspaper, 1978 t0 2008 . ....... ... .. ... .. oo, 91
34 Main Source of Information about Events in the News, 2008 ... ..................... 93
3.5 Main Source of Information about Science and Technology, 2008 . ... ................ 95
3.6 Where People Look for Information about Science and Technology, 2008 ............. 96
3.7 Science and Technology Create Opportunity, 2008. .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 98
38 Benefits of Science Outweigh Harmful Results, 2008. .. .......... ... ... ... ... ..... 99
3.9 Science Makes Our Way of Life Change Too Fast, 2008 .......................... 100
3.10 Science Does More Harm Than Good, 1998 t0 2008 .. ......... ... ... ... .. ....... 101
3.11 Quality of Science and Math Education Is Inadequate, 2008 ... .................... 103
3.12 Science Research Should Be Supported by Federal Government, 2008 . ... ........... 104
3.13 Scientists Should Be Allowed to Do Research That Causes Pain to Animals, 2008 . ... .. 105
3.14 Astrology Is Scientific, 2008 . . ... ... 107
3.15 Understanding of Scientific Study, 2008 . . ... .. .. .. 109
3.16 Scientific Knowledge: The Center of Earth Is Very Hot, 2008 ...................... 110
3.17 Scientific Knowledge: All Radioactivity Is Man-Made, 2008....................... 111
3.18 Scientific Knowledge: Father’s Gene Decides Sex of Baby, 2008 ................... 112
3.19 Scientific Knowledge: Mother’s Gene Decides Sex of Baby, 2008. . ................. 113
3.20 Scientific Knowledge: Lasers Work by Focusing Sound Waves, 2008 .. .............. 114
3.21 Scientific Knowledge: Electrons Are Smaller than Atoms, 2008. . ................... 115
3.22 Scientific Knowledge: Antibiotics Kill Viruses As Well As Bacteria, 2008 ............ 116
3.23 Scientific Knowledge: The Universe Began with a Huge Explosion, 2008. . ........... 117
3.24 Scientific Knowledge: The Continents Have Been Moving, 2008 .. ................. 118
3.25 Scientific Knowledge: Human Beings Developed from Animals, 2008 .. ............. 119
3.26 Scientific Knowledge: The Earth Goes around the Sun, 2008....................... 120
3.27 Scientific Knowledge: How Long the Earth Goes around the Sun, 2008 .............. 121
3.28 Interest in International Issues, 2008 . . . ... ... ... ... . . . 123
3.29 Interest in Farm Issues, 2008 . . .. .. ... . 124
3.30 Interest in Local School Issues, 2008. .. ... ... ... .. . 125
3.31 Interest in New Scientific Discoveries, 2008 . . . ... .. ... i 126
3.32 Interest in Economic Issues, 2008 . . . ... ... . 127

VIII  AMERICAN ATTITUDES



3.33 Interest in Technology, 2008 . . ... ... ... e 128

3.34 Interest in Medical Discoveries, 2008 . . ... ... ... .. 129
3.35 Interest in Space Exploration, 2008 . .. . ... .. .. 130
3.36 Interest in Environmental Issues, 2008 . .. ... ... ... .. . . . . . 131
3.37 Interest in Military Policy, 2008. . . ... ... 132
Chapter 4. Religion

4.1 Religious Background, 1978 t0 2008. . . .. ... ot e 135
4.2 Religious Preference, 1978 t0 2008 . . . .. ..ottt 136
43 Attendance at Religious Services, 1978 t0 2008 . . ... ... .. i 137
4.4 Frequency of Prayer, 1988 t0 2008 .. .. ... ... . 138
4.5 Confidence in the Existence of God, 1988t02008 .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ..o, 140
4.6 Beliefs about God, 1998 and 2008 . . . ... .. ... ... .. 141
4.7 Life Meaningful Because God Exists, 1998 and 2008. . ........ ... .. ... ... ... ..... 142
4.8 Belief in Life after Death, 1988 t0 2008 ... ... ... ... ... . . . . 143
4.9 Beliefin Heaven, 1998 and 2008. . . . ... ... ... .. . . . 144
4.10 Beliefin Hell, 1998 and 2008 . ... ... ... i 145
4.11 Belief in Religious Miracles, 1998 and 2008. ... ........ ... i, 146
4.12 Belief in the Bible, 1988 t0 2008 . . . . ... ... 148
4.13 Bible in the Public Schools, 1988 t0 2008 . ... ... ... .. i 149
4.14 Clergy Should Not Try to Influence Government Decisions, 1998 and 2008 .. ......... 150
4.15 Clergy Should Not Try to Influence Voters, 1998 and 2008 ........................ 151
4.16 Degree of Religiosity, 1998 and 2008 . . ... ... ... i 153
4.17 Degree of Spirituality, 1998 and 2008 . . ... ... ... .. 154
4.18 Religious Experience Changed Life, 1998 and 2008. . ....... ... ... ... .. ... .... 155
4.19 Ever Been Born Again, 1988 t0 2008 . ... ... ..ot 156
4.20 Ever Tried to Convince Others to Accept Jesus, 1988t02008 . ..................... 157
4.21 Carry Religious Beliefs into Other Dealings, 1998 and 2008 ... .................... 158
422 We Trust Too Much in Science, Not Enough in Religion, 1998 and 2008 ............. 159
4.23 How Much Truth in Religion, 1998 and 2008 . .. ........... .. ... ... i iiiineon .. 160
4.24 Committed to Religion, 2008 . . . ... ... . 162
4.25 Religious People Are Too Intolerant, 1998 and 2008 ... ....... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 163
4.26 Religion Brings More Conflict than Peace, 1998 and 2008. ... ..................... 164
4.27 Sinners Must Be Punished, 1988 and 2008 . . ........ ... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 165
4.28 God Is Concerned with Human Beings Personally, 1998 and 2008 .................. 167
4.29 Right and Wrong, 1988 and 2008. . . ... ... ot 168
4.30 Morality Is a Personal Matter, 1988 and 2008 ... .......... ... .. ... .. i, 169
431 An Immoral Person Corrupts Society, 1988 and 2008. . .......... ... ... . ... .... 170
Chapter 5. Work and Money

5.1 Satisfaction with Work, 1978 t0 2008 . ... ... .. .. . . 173
52 Likely to Lose Job, 1978 t0 2008. . . . ... ..ot 174
53 Ease of Finding Equally Good Job, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... ... .. i 175
54 Unemployed in Last 10 Years, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . ... ... 176
5.5 Health Insurance through Employer, 2008. .. ........ ... ... ... .. ... 177
5.6 Full-Time Jobs in Past Three Years, 2008 . . ... ... ... .. .. 179
5.7 Pay Change Since Began Job, 2008. . .. ....... .. o 180
5.8 Starting Pay at Current and Past Job, 2008 . ........ .. ... ... ... .. . . i 181
5.9 More Trade, Fewer Jobs, 2008 . . . . .. ... . 182
5.10 Meeting Face-to-Face with Customers and Clients, 2008 .. ........................ 183
5.11 Meeting Face-to-Face with Co-Workers, 2008 .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .... 184
5.12 Information Exchange with Co-Workers outside the United States, 2008.............. 185
5.13 Business Ownership, 2008. . . ... .. e 187
5.14 Paid Employees, 2008 . . ... ..o 188

AMERICAN ATTITUDES IX



5.15 Business Revenue Last Year, 2008. . . ... ...t 189
5.16 Business Contribution to Household Income, 2008. .. ........... ... ... .. ... ...... 190
5.17 Why Did You Start Business, 2008 . .. ... ... 191
5.18 Affirmative Action for Women, 2008. . . .. ... .. .. 193
5.19 Man Won’t Get Job or Promotion, 2008 ... ........ ... ... ... .. . ... 194
5.20 Woman Won’t Get Job or Promotion, 2008 . ... ........ ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ..... 195
5.21 Satisfaction with Financial Situation, 1978 t0 2008 ... ......... .. .. .. .. .. ........ 197
5.22 Change in Financial Situation, 1978102008 . . ....... ... ... 198
5.23 Would Continue to Work If Rich, 1988 t0 2008 .. ...... ... ... .. ... ... ... 199
5.24 How People Get Ahead, 1988 t0 2008. . . ... ..ottt e 200
5.25 Class Identification, 1978 to 2008 . . . ... .. ... .. . 202
5.26 Family Income Relative to Others, 1978 t0 2008 . ......... ... .. .. ... 203
5.27 Parents’ Standard of Living, 1998 and 2008 . ........ ... ... .. ... ... ... 205
5.28 Children’s Standard of Living, 1998 and 2008 . ............ .. .. ..., 206
5.29 Standard of Living Will Improve, 1998 and 2008 . ............. .. ... ... ... ....... 207
Chapter 6. Family and Friends

6.1 Geographic Mobility Since Age 16, 1978102008, .. ... ... . it 211
6.2 Type of Place Lived in at Age 16, 1978 t0 2008 . . ... ...ttt 212
6.3 Family Type at Age 16, 1978 t0 2008 . .. ... . it 214
6.4 Why Not Living with Both Parents at Age 16, 1978 t0 2008 ... .................... 215
6.5 Family Income at Age 16, 1978 102008 . ... ... . i 216
6.6 Born in the United States, 1978 t0 2008 . .. .. ... ... 218
6.7 Were Your Parents Born in the United States, 1978 to 2008 . ... ...... ... ... ...... 219
6.8 How Many Grandparents Were Born outside the United States, 1978 to 2008.......... 220
6.9 Happiness of Marriage, 1978 t0 2008 ... ... ... .. 222
6.10 Ever Been Divorced, 1978 t0 2008 . . ... .. .. .. 223
6.11 Divorce Laws, 1978 t0 2008 . . .. .. . 224
6.12 Should Aged Share Home with Grown Children, 1978 t0 2008 ..................... 225
6.13 Husband Should Work, Wife Should Look After Home, 1988 t02008................ 227
6.14 Better for Man to Work, Woman to Tend Home, 1988 t0 2008. ... .................. 228
6.15 Working Mother Doesn’t Hurt Children, 1988t02008............ ... ... ... .... 229
6.16 Preschool Children Suffer If Mother Works, 1988t0 2008 .. ....................... 230
6.17 Mother Worked While You Were Growing Up, 1998 and 2008 . .................... 231
6.18 Ideal Number of Children, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... ... . e 233
6.19 Child Should Learn to Obey, 1988t02008 . . ... ...t 234
6.20 Child Should Learn to Think for Self, 1988 t0 2008 . . .. ......... ... ... ... .. ...... 235
6.21 Child Should Learn to Be Popular, 1988t02008 ........ ... ... . ... ... ..o ... 236
6.22 Child Should Learn to Work Hard, 1988 t0 2008 . ......... ... .. ... ... ... ........ 237
6.23 Child Should Learn to Help Others, 1988 t02008. .. ....... .. ... . ... 238
6.24 Favor Spanking to Discipline Child, 1988 t0 2008 . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 240
6.25 Spend Evening with Relatives, 1978 t0 2008 .. ....... ... ...t 242
6.26 Spend Evening with Neighbors, 1978 t02008. ... ... ... .. ... i 243
6.27 Spend Evening with Friends, 1978 t0 2008 . .. . ... ... .. i 244
6.28 Spend Evening at Bar, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... ... .. 245
Chapter 7. Race

7.1 Reason for Racial Differences: Discrimination, 1988 t0 2008 ...................... 249
7.2 Reason for Racial Differences: Inborn Ability, 1988 t0 2008 ... .................... 250
7.3 Reason for Racial Differences: Education, 1978 to 2008 ... ....................... 251
7.4 Reason for Racial Differences: Lack of Will, 1988 t0 2008 . .............. ... ...... 252
7.5 Are Blacks Hardworking or Lazy? 1998 and 2008 .. ............. ... ..., .. 254
7.6 Are Whites Hardworking or Lazy? 1998 and 2008 . . . ........ ... ... ... .. 255
7.7 Racial Makeup of Workplace, 1998 and 2008 . . . ... .. ... ... ... . .. 257

X AMERICAN ATTITUDES



7.8 Blacks Should Overcome Prejudice without Favors, 1998 and 2008 ................. 258

7.9 Favor Preference in Hiring Blacks, 1998 and 2008 .. .......... .. ... ... ... ... ..... 259
7.10 Whites Hurt by Affirmative Action, 1998 and 2008 . .......... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 260
7.11 Blacks Living in Neighborhood, 1978 t0 2008 .. ... ... .. ... ... 262
7.12 Open Housing Laws, 1978 t0 2008 . . . .. ... ot e 263
7.13 Favor Living in Neighborhood Half Black, 1998 and 2008 ........................ 264
7.14 Favor Living in Neighborhood Half White, 2008 . ... ....... ... ... ... .. ... .... 265
7.15 Favor Close Relative Marrying an Asian American, 2008. . ........................ 266
7.16 Favor Close Relative Marrying a Black Person, 1998 and 2008 . .................... 267
7.17 Favor Close Relative Marrying a Hispanic American, 2008 .. ...................... 268
7.18 Favor Close Relative Marrying a White Person, 2008. . . ....... ... .. ... ... ... ..... 269
7.19 Are Blacks Rich or Poor? 1998 and 2008 .. ... ... . i 271
7.20 Are Whites Rich or Poor? 1998 and 2008 . . . ... ... ... 272
7.21 Are Blacks Unintelligent or Intelligent? 1998 and 2008 . .. ....... ... ... . ... .... 273
7.22 Are Whites Unintelligent or Intelligent? 1998 and 2008 . .. ....... ... ... . ... .... 274
7.23 How Close to Blacks? 1998 and 2008 . . . ... ... o e 276
7.24 How Close to Whites? 1998 and 2008. . .. . ... ... e 277
Chapter 8. Personal Outlook

8.1 Life Exciting or Dull, 1988 t0 2008 . . . ... ... it e 281
8.2 General Happiness, 1978 t0 2008 . . ... ...t 282
83 Happiness Today, 1998 and 2008. . . . ... ... e 283
8.4 Health Status, 1988 t0 2008 . . . .. ... o 285
8.5 Helpfulness of Others, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... ... it 287
8.6 Fairness of Others, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . ... ... i e 288
8.7 Trust in Others, 1978 10 2008. . . ... ... i e 289
8.8 Life Serves No Purpose, 1998 and 2008 .. ... .. . 291
8.9 Life Is Meaningful Only If You Provide the Meaning, 1998 and 2008 . ............... 292
8.10 People Cannot Change the Course of Their Lives, 1998 and 2008 . .. ................ 293
8.11 Can Speak Language Other than English, 2008. .. ............ ... .. ... ... ... .... 295
8.12 Change in Number of Immigrants, 2008 .. ........ ... .. .. ... ... 296
8.13 Visited an Art Museum, 2008. . . ... ... .. 298
8.14 Visited a Natural History Museum, 2008. . .. ......... . i 299
8.15 Visited a Z00, 2008 . . ... 300
8.16 Visited a Science Museum, 2008 . . . ... ... 301
8.17 Visited a Public Library, 2008 . . . ... ... . e 302
8.18 Developed Emergency Plans, 2008 . . ... ... ot e 304
8.19 Stockpiled Supplies, 2008 . . ... .. 305
8.20 Purchased Things to Make You Safer, 2008. . .......... .. . . 306
8.21 Learned Where to Get More Information about Terrorism, 2008 ... ................. 307
8.22 Duplicated Important Documents, 2008 . ........ ... ... ... ... 308
8.23 Reduced Airplane Travel, 2008 . .. ... . i 309
8.24 Reduced Train Travel, 2008 . . . .. ... e 310
8.25 Reduced Use of Public Transportation, 2008. ... ...t 311
8.26 Changed Mail Handling Procedures, 2008 . ........ ... ... .. ... 312
8.27 Become More Aware of What Is Going On around You, 2008 . ..................... 313
8.28 Avoided Travel to Certain Cities, 2008 . . .. ... ... e 314
8.29 Avoided Tall Buildings, 2008. . .. ... . e 315
8.30 Avoided National Landmarks, 2008. . ... ... .. .. . . . 316
Chapter 9. Sexual Attitudes and Behavior

9.1 Sex Education in Public Schools, 1988 t0 2008. . .. ... ... . . i 319
9.2 Birth Control for Teenagers, 1988t02008. .. ... ... .. 320
93 Sexual Relations between Teenagers, 1988102008 . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 321
9.4 Seen X-Rated Movie, 1978 t0 2008 . . . ... ... 323

AMERICAN ATTITUDES XI



9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

9.9

9.10
9.11
9.12
9.13
9.14
9.15
9.16
9.17
9.18
9.19
9.20
9.21
9.22
9.22
9.23
9.25
9.26
9.27
9.28
9.29
9.30
9.31

Laws against Pornography, 1978 t0 2008 ... ... ... .. i 324

Premarital Sex, 1978 t0 2008 . . . . .. ... 326
Extramarital Sex, 1988 t0 2008 . . ... ... .. . 327
Homosexual Relations, 1988 t0 2008 ... ... ... . e 329
Gay Marriage, 2008 . . . . ..o 330
Sex Partners in Past Year, 1988 t02008. . . ... .. ... ... .. ... 332
Sex Partners in Past Five Years, 1998 and 2008 ... ....... .. ... ... i, 333
Frequency of Sex during Past Year, 1998 and 2008. .. ............ ... .. ...ivin... 334
Relationship with Last Sex Partner, 1998 and 2008 .............. ... ... ... ... .... 335
Condom Use, 1998 and 2008 . . . .. .. ..ot 336
Ever Had Sex Outside Marriage, 1998 and 2008. .. ........... ... .. ..., 338
Ever Paid for Sex, 1998 and 2008 . . .. ... ... . . ... 339
Sexual Orientation, 2008 . . . .. .. ... .. 341
Sex of Partners in Past Year, 1988 t0 2008 .. ... ... ... . .. 342
Sex of Partners in Past Five Years, 1998 and 2008 . ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ....... 343
Sex of Partners since Age 18,2008 . . ... ... 344
Gay and Lesbian Experiences, 2008 ... ... ... i 345
Sexual Harassment at Work, 2008 . . .. ... ... .. . 347
Sexual Harassment by Religious Leaders, 2008 ... ..... ... ... ... ... ... ....... 348
Know Others Who Were Sexually Harassed by Religious Leaders, 2008.............. 349
Abortion for Serious Defect in Baby, 1978t02008. . ....... ... .. ... .. ... 351
Abortion If Married and Wants No More Children, 1978 t0 2008. ... ................ 352
Abortion If Woman’s Health Is Seriously Endangered, 1978 t0 2008................. 353
Abortion If Can’t Afford More Children, 1978 t0 2008. .. . ........ .. ... ... ........ 354
Abortion If a Woman Is Pregnant as a Result of Rape, 1978 t0 2008 .. ............... 355
Abortion If a Woman Is Not Married, 1978 t0 2008 ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ..... 356
Abortion for Any Reason, 1978 t0 2008 .. ... ... it 357

XII  AMERICAN ATTITUDES





